
'•A great adventure that gives the reader 
sense of being close to a historical mo 
that is still playing itself out"" 

—from Ihf/tirewird by Jiilm Miirko/f. The S'rw 



1 n January 1975, Popular EUclronies magazine publiabed a cover Jloiy on 
ibe AJtair. an odd metal boa with switches and blinking lights that proved to be 
die progenitor of today’s personal computer. Inspired by possibilities that the 
leaden of the electronics and mainframe computer industries couldn't see. 
unlikely entrepreneurs — hippies, dropouts, phone phreaks. and electrooics 
hobbyists — seized the oppommity. 

How those personal computer pioneers went from side street garages to 
Wall Street’s graces, and how ^eir brilliance, enthusiasm, camaraderie, and 
competition changed the world is all here in Paul Freibetger and Michael 
Swaioe's classic. Fire in the MiUey: The Making of the Personal Computer. 
Hist released in 1984, it uniquely captures the explosive, freoetic energy of 
those early days. 

This updated edition features interviews with the major players, new chapters, 
dozens of new photos, and updates throughout that carry the story forward into 
the Internet era. The authors convey the exciting development of companies 
such as Apple, Microsoft. Sun, Netscape. Lotus, and Oracle. 

Itself a milestone in the fascinating history of the personal computer. 

Fire in the VbUey is the definitive account of how it all happened aitd why. 


Pmil Preiberger is the coauthor of Puz^Zzrgic, winner of the 1993 Los Angeles 
Times Book Prize, and has written for the San Jose Mercury News, the 
San Francisco Examirar, and National Public Radio. He cuirently worics at the 
Interval Research Corporaiioo in Palo Alto. 

Michael Swaine is editor-at-large for Dr. Dobb 's Joumai. He is also a popular 
columnisl for print and electronic magazines in the United States. Italy, and 
Germany, and maintains 5wirine'r World, a Website that cracks computer 
industry news, at www.swaine.com. 
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FIRE IN THE VALLEY 


In the early 1970s the personal computer was just a wild dream 
shared by a small group of computer enthusiasts in an area 
south of San Francisco now called Silicon Valley. 

Working after-hours In basements and warehouses, computer 
pioneers Jobs and Wozniak of Apple Computer, Gates of Micro- 
soft. Kildall of Digital Research, and many others ignited a tech- 
nological revolution of astounding magnitude. 

This is the story of those individuals and the industry they 
founded. It reveals the visions they shared, the sacrifices they 
made, and the rewards they reaped. A fascinating account of an 
idea that caught fire. 

Authors Paul Freiberger and Michael Swaine have been report- 
ing on the personal computer field for more than a decade. 
Freiberger Is currently West Coast editor of Popular Computing 
and Swaine is editor-in-chief of Dr. DoPb's Journal. 

“Fire in the Valley is a comprehensive and evenhanded history ot 
the personal computing phenomenon." Chris Morgan, vice pres- 
ident of Communications, Lotus Development Corporation 
"A complete and authoritative history. Great reading." John C. 
Dvorak, columnist InfoWorld/San Francisco Examiner 
“Swaine and Freiberger capture the communal spirit of the early 
computer clubs, the brilliance and blundering of some of the 
first sfarf-up companies, the assorfmenf of naivete, noble pur- 
pose and greed that characterized various pioneers, and the 
inevitable transformation of all this into a major industry. Must 
reading." Philip Lemmons, editor-in-chief, BYTE Magazine. 
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